Congress 2026

I was very tempted to leave this blank, as there wasn’t a classical or rapid play Congress last year!

It wasn’t for want of trying, or a lack of effort. By the time a rapid play was discussed in the summer months, it was already too late, and the plug was pulled on the rapid play. All our eggs went in the Classical Congress, but unfortunately, going late to press, coupled with confusion surrounding the venue costs culminated in the cancellation of the classical Congress back in October last year.

The single most important factor, notwithstanding the above, was the lack of entries. Clashes with other events didn’t help, but the lack of entries, coupled with a jump in costs, meant that the LRCA would have had to have footed the bill, which we worked out would have been a loss of over £1,000 – simply not sustainable.

This sort of thing has consequences that might not be seen or thought about - like Cedars Academy are annoyed with us enough that we can’t approach them to host us again and, adding to the work behind the scenes, was having to contact those that did enter to refund their entry fees. Pulling the plug at the 11th hour was not the thing to do, as entrants might wonder if the plug will be pulled again.

It was suggested that sponsorship might be an avenue to explore, one that I took on with due diligence, approaching Walkers Crisps and some other companies to no avail. If anyone knows (or works for) any companies willing to sponsor the LRCA Congresses, please let me know personally. The sponsorship money would yield better venues – I had us pencilled in at the Grand Hotel in Leicester, which will be news to all of you, but it simply wouldn’t be sustainable.

Andy and I are very much intent on running rapid and classical events this year but we need all clubs to support the event, by promoting it as much as they can to members, and those that play in other Counties could support it by engaging with those clubs/associations too.

We have a collective responsibility to run congresses as fund raisers for LRCA chess.

Ben Vaughan
Congress Secretary
29th May 2026
